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The next issue of JNCHC (deadline: March 1, 2003) is a general interest issue on
various honors-related topics.
The Journal of the National Collegiate Honors Council is now accepting submissions for
the Fall/Winter 2003-2004 issue, which will focus on the broad theme "Multi-
perspectivism in Honors."  We are interested in articles that explore the value of, as well
as the challenges surrounding, multi-perspectivism as a topic or means of study, as a
feature of student and/or faculty population, and as a goal of admissions, scholarships, and
extracurricular programs and activities.
The deadline for submission is September 1, 2003.
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
1. We prefer to receive material by e-mail attachment, but will also accept disk
or hard copy. We will not accept material by fax.
2. The documentation style can be whatever is appropriate to the author’s
primary discipline or approach (MLA, APA, etc.), but please avoid footnotes.
Internal citation is preferred; end notes are acceptable.
3. There are no minimum or maximum length requirements; the length should
be dictated by the topic and its most effective presentation.
4. Accepted essays will be edited for grammatical and typographical errors and
for obvious infelicities of style or presentation. Variations in matters such as
“honors” or “Honors,” “1970s” or “1970’s,” and the inclusion or exclusion
of a comma before “and” in a list will usually be left to the author’s
discretion.
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BOB SPURRIER
Although humble about his role as a technology guru, Bob Spurrier has been apersistent and essential leader toward multiple uses of technology within the
NCHC and thus in honors education generally. He produced NCHC’s first telecon-
ference in 1989. In 1993, he was appointed chair of the Teleconferencing and
Distance Learning Committee, which soon evolved into the Technology and Distance
Learning Committee.  In 1995, he initiated the NCHC Satellite Seminars that became
an annual offering by NCHC and, starting in 2001, have become a joint production
with Phi Theta Kappa. He has been a steadfast promoter, supporter, and consultant
for many further initiatives, including the NCHC listserv, web site, and various tele-
conferences. His essay in this issue of JNCHC outlines the history of technology
within NCHC, often minimizing but nevertheless demonstrating Bob’s role in keep-
ing our organization up to date in the rush toward technological innovation. Bob has
performed other services for NCHC—initiating and implementing the annual
“Developing in Honors” sessions at our conferences, organizing the 1998 NCHC
conference in Chicago, leading a major constitutional revision during his presidency
in 1999—and he also keeps his day job at Oklahoma State University, where he is
Director of the Honors College and Professor of Political Science. We are grateful to
Bob for all his contributions to honors education, and, in special recognition of his
leadership in technology, we dedicate this issue to him with respect and affection.
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9EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION
DAIL MULLINS
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT BIRMINGHAM
Welcome to the “Technology in Honors” issue of the Journal of the NationalCollegiate Honors Council.
A quarter century ago the word “technology” was used almost exclusively in a
generic sense to refer to the application of knowledge to solve problems, usually of
a material nature, having to do with improved control and/or modification of the
physical environment. Typically included in this meaning were, for instance, indus-
trial processes, transportation, medical procedures, and the harvesting of natural
resources; if the term was associated with academia at all, it was usually in the fields
of engineering and medical research.
All of this changed, of course, with the arrival of the desktop computer in the
late 70s and early 80s. With the subsequent development of the Internet and email,
an explosion of ingenious software applications, the advent of real-time distance
learning capabilities, and rapid improvements in the speed, reliability, and versatility
of personal computers, the very meaning of the word and the concept of technology
has undergone a revolution. Today, at least in academic settings (and much of the
larger society), the word “technology” is typically understood to be synonymous with
computers and their many applications in teaching, learning, and the management of
information. Few people receiving this issue of JNCHC will have understood its
theme to mean anything else.
In the opening essay of this issue, “Technology and the NCHC,” Bob Spurrier
recounts some of the history of these matters within NCHC from his vantage point as
the first chair of our organization’s (then termed) Teleconferencing and Distance
Learning Committee. Beginning with a satellite video teleconference in 1989,
beamed to 274 sites in forty-one states, Bob describes the evolution of that effort into
the NCHC Satellite Seminar series (held annually from 1995 to the present), the
advent and development of the organization’s valuable and (at times) lively “elec-
tronic bulletin board” (listserv), and our 1996 entry onto the World Wide Web.
In his article “Technology, Distance Education, and Honors,” Jon Schlenker, the
current chair of the Technology and Distance Learning Committee, discusses the pre-
liminary findings from a survey of NCHC member institutions conducted by his
committee during the spring semester, 2002. Not surprisingly, this survey indicates
that honors faculty and programs—like educational institutions generally—are
quickly incorporating a variety of new technologies into both the pedagogical and
administrative components of their structure. Jon then describes the efforts of his own
institution, the University of Maine at Augusta, to offer its honors coursework to stu-




On what might be described as a contrary note, Don Tucker, a mathematician at
the University of Utah, flirts with his Luddite nature in a humorous essay entitled
“The Pickup Truck, Being a Scholarly Paper on the Efficiencies Effected by Modern
Technology.” Readers who have ever lost a critical file to the gremlins of the aether,
mistakenly sent an embarrassing email message to the wrong party, or been impo-
litely notified that they’ve performed an “illegal operation,” will have something to
recognize in Don’s adventure with modern automotive technology. And he reminds
us of the real value of duct tape, the Department of Homeland Security’s advice
notwithstanding!
The Internet, one research librarian has said, can be likened to a “giant informa-
tion yard sale,” with occasional gems of incalculable value scattered here and there
amidst a wasteland of mostly useless junk, to which the phrase caveat emptor has
perhaps never been more relevant. In “Collaborative Teaching of English and
Information Literacy in the Community College Honors Program,” librarians Nancy
Tenhet and Margaret Jane Stauble, instructor Jeanne Cook, and Juanita Flanders,
dean of learning resources, all of Hinds Community College in Mississippi, outline
their cooperative effort to develop a new course to help their students deal with the
growing complexity of technology and “…the overwhelming amount of resources in
print and digital formats…” which have become available.
Focusing on one particular but powerful technological tool, the video web-
board, A. Midori Albert and Katherine Bruce of the University of North Carolina at
Wilmington, describe their efforts to incorporate this device into their honors course-
work, believing that its versatile capabilities are a good means of simultaneously
addressing the many diverse learning styles of their students. “Introducing the Video
Web-board as a Technologic Enhancement to Your Honors Course” offers readers a
clear and concise overview of video web-board technology and a practical guide to
its varied capabilities.
We close this issue with a dozen brief (~ 300 words) invited commentary pieces
on various aspects of technology and its application in a variety of honors settings.
Included are descriptions of programs in which instructional technology is already
well-established, as well as some which are still in the process of implementing these
tools; several specific technology-based course descriptions; and some reflective
pieces on the pros and cons of technology in the classroom. 
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I would like to order the following monograph(s) from the NCHC (see descriptions
on the back of this page):
______ A Handbook for Honors Administrators
______ Beginning in Honors: A Handbook
______ Evaluating Honors Programs: An Outcomes Approach
______ Honors Programs: Development, Review and Revitalization
______ Honors Programs at Smaller Colleges
______ NCHC Handbook
______ Place as Text: Approaches to Active Learning
______ Teaching and Learning in Honors
I wish to apply for membership in the NCHC (check one):
_____ Student ($35) ______ Faculty from member institution ($50)
_____ Institutional ($250) ______ Faculty from non-member institution ($125)
_____ Affiliate Member ($50)
I enclose $______________ in payment.
Name (print or type) _______________________________________________
Title ________________________Institution_____________________________
Mailing Address ___________________________________________________
City ______________________________State _______Zip _______________
Telephone__________________Fax ______________Email _______________
Questions? Call (515) 294-4371 or fax (515) 294-2970. You can also email:
nchc@iastate.edu.
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Institutional members receive one copy of the NCHC Handbook (with annual
updates) and one copy of all other NCHC publications, free. Additional copies of
NCHC publications may be obtained by writing to the address listed below. Make
check or money order payable to National Collegiate Honors Council and send to:
NCHC, Radford University, Box 7017, Radford, VA 24142-7017.
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Beginning in Honors: A Handbook by Samuel Schuman (1989, 53pp.). Advice on
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Evaluating Honors Programs: An Outcomes Approach by Jacqueline Reihman,
Sara Varhus, and William R. Whipple (1990, 52pp.). How to evaluate an existing
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Honors Programs: Development, Review, and Revitalization by C. Grey Austin
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1999, 53pp.). How to implement an honors program, with particular emphasis on
colleges with fewer than 3000 students. Members $2.50. Non-members $5.00.
NCHC Handbook. Included are lists of all NCHC members, NCHC Constitution and
Bylaws, committees and committee charges, and other useful information. Members
$10.00. Non-members $20.00.
Place as Text: Approaches to Active Learning edited by Bernice Braid and Ada
Long (2000, 102pp.). The theory and practice of numerous models of active learn-
ing developed within the NCHC, including City as Text©, Honors Semesters, and
Faculty Development Institutes. Members $2.50. Non-members $5.00.
Teaching and Learning in Honors edited by Cheryl Fuiks and Larry Clark (2000,
128pp.). Discussion of central pedagogical issues in an honors context. Members
$2.50. Non-members $5.00.
